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Grande Prairie-Alaska Microwave System

Construction commenced in 1960
Completed in 1961

Turnkey fixed price of $25 million
Canadian portion connected Colorado Springs to Clear Alaska

CN Telecommunications was prime contractor

RCA Victor Montreal supplied MM-600 6Ghz microwave
Dominion Bridge fabricated towers

Butler Buildings used

System comprised 42 microwave sites

Grande Prairie AB- Yukon/Alaska border is 1310mi/2096Kms

Highest site in Highway- 8 Mile Creek elevation 5552ft.
Total length of tower sections- 9160ft.



Purpose of the system

- Provide a back up communication system from Colorado
Springs to Clear Alaska in event of Pacific cable
being lost. System was contracted to

CNTelecommunications by the U.S.SignalCorps for $25
million.

It was a turn -key system and part of the
BMEWS(Ballistic Missle Early Warning System)
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Distances on the Alaska Highway

Grand Prairie Ab-Dawson Creek B.C. 131kms

Dawson Creek B.C.-Ft. Nelson B.C. 455kms
Ft.Nelson B.C. T Watson Lake Y.T. 513kms
Watson Lake Y.T.-Whitehorse Y.T. 438kms
Whitehorse Y.T.-Haines Jct Y.T. 154kms
Haines Jct Y.T.- Beaver Creek Y.T. 291kms
Beaver Creek Y.T.- Tok Jct Ak 176kms

Total 2156 kms






